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THe Distemper Vaccine Committer. 


We are asked to say that about half-a-dozen more 


puppies between two and three months old are wanted | 


and may be sent to the Hon. Sec., 16 Trafalgar 
Square, Chelsea, S.W. Of course freedom from 
disease is a sine qua non. 


THe Dick VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The proposed scheme for the reorganisation of the 
Dick Veterinary School, which we report in the next 
column, is one of great interest and importance. An 
Administrative Board is to take over the College from 
the trusteeship of the Town Council of Edinburgh. A 
new chair of “ Comparative Anatomy of the Domestic 
Animals” is to be founded in the University of Edin- 
burgh, and the Dick College will become an extra-mural 
school of the University. Veterinary students wil] take 
classes either at the University, or at Clyde Street, or 
at both.. The Town Council hand over £1500. The 
Miss Dick Trustees are to be asked to pay over £12,000, 
and Mr. Inglis McCallum, M.R.C.V.S., has offered 
£15,000. 

If this proposed scheme attains concrete form it will 
mark a great step forward in veterinary science, and may 
have some effect upon the veterinary profession as it 
now exists. It is still only a proposal, and the Council 
of the R.C.V.S. will doubtless show their interest in the 
matter by enquiring as to the consequential University 
Degree which would be given in veterinary science. 
Such degree would be altogether good, but it is a ques 
tion whether the University Authorities would not con- 
sider their degree of greater importance than the diploma 
now given by the R.C.V.8. An Act of Parliament 
makes the R.C.V.S. the licensing body for veterinarians 
to practice ; another Act of Parliament might grant to 
holders of a University veterinary degree equal rights. 
Whether this would be good or bad for the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons is not a question which would 
have any weight with the legislature. The arguments 
for and against would turn on public, not private ad- 
vantage, and votes would be influenced by political con- 
siderations. Medical men would be only too glad to 
have but one portal to their profession, and we believe 
the arguments in favour of that method of entrance to 
the veterinary calling are sufficiently strong to show 
that any alteration would be bad for the science and 
art—therefore bad for the public. 

We shall all welcome a University veterinary degree, 
and we shall be pleased to see Dick’s old foundation 
strongly under-pinned, but we hope these things may be 
attained without breaking the little veterinary profession 
into two or more rival bodies. 

The promoters of the Irish Veterinary School recog- 
nised the value of one gate of entrance and one licensing 
body, and they gave every assurance not to move for 
any other. The Scotch Administrative Board, we hope, 
may follow the same line, and doubtless will be willing 
to consider the claims of the R.C.V.S, 

We say al] this with no feeling of jealousy or any de- 
sire to obstruct. But a timely arrangement may prevent 


| RUYAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
Prorosep Scueme or Reconstruction. 

There was submitted to the Edinburgh Town 
Council, on Tuesday, June 16, a proposed scheme of 
reconstruction of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary Col- 
lege, Clyde Street, Edinburgh. The scheme pro- 
vides for a new Administrative Board to manage the 
property and affairs of the College and the Trust 
| created in connection with it by the late Professor 
| William Dick. The University of Edinburgh shall 
| make arrangements under which a degree in veteri- 
nary science shall be conferred upon the students of 
the College who pass the curriculum of the College 
and attend such classes in the University as may be 
prescribed. For the purposes of the degree, the 
College shail be recognised by the University as an 
extra-mural Veterinary School. 

3. The Magistrates and Council, as trustees of 
Professor William Dick, shall convey the whole trust 
estafe and funds belonging to that estate to the new 
administrative body, who shall thereafter act as 
trustees, and carry out the purposes of Professor 
Dick’s trust deed, along with the purposes and objects 
of the reconstructed Veterinary College. The Lord 
Provost's Committee shall recommend the Magis- 
trates and Council to vote a sum of £1500 from the 
residue grant, or other funds under their control, to 
the new administrative body either in one sum or 
in instalments. Mr. Alexander Inglis M’Callum, 
veterinary surgeon, having offered, on condition of 
the arrangement herein expressed being carried 
through, to pay over to the new administrative 
board a sum of £15,000, the Board shall, upon re- 
ceipt of said sum, invest the same in their names 
and apply the interest or income thereof in payment 
(1) of the whole or such proportion as they may from 
time to time determine of the remuneration of a Pro- 
fessor of Pathology and Bacteriology in connection 
with the Veterinary College, who shall teach within 
the Clyde Street buildings so long as these are used by 
the College ; (2) of the expenses of such other College 
perposes as the Board may from time to time deter- 
mine. The Professor of Pathology and Bacteriology 
shall be appointed by the new Administrative Board, 
tenure and condition of his office, which shall in- 
clude provision for the requirements of candidates 
for the University veterinary degree so far as appro- 
priate to the subject of the Chair, conform to the 
University regulations from time to time, and, 
whenever the Chair becomes vacant, the Board 
shall appoint a new Professor. 


New Cuarm iw Epinsurcu Universiry. 
A new Chair or Lectureship called ‘‘ The Chair of 








discord hereafter. 





Comparative Anatomy of the Domestic Animals” 
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shall be founded in the University of Edinburgh, the 
Professor or Lecturer being appointed by the 
University Court or such other Academical body as 
the University may determine. For or towards the 
foundation of said Chair or Lectureship the trustees | 
of the late Miss Mary Dick are to be asked to pay 
over to the University Court a sum of £12,000 or 
thereby, being the second moiety of the residue of 
Miss Mary Dick’s Trust estate. In so far as the 
teaching of veterinary subjects, whether required for 
the degree or not, can, in the opinion of the new 
Board, be from time to time efficiently carried on 
within the College premises. Thesame shall be so 
carried on; but, in so far as such teaching can, in 
the opinion of the Board, be as efficiently and more 
conveniently carried on through attendance at classes 
within the University, the Board shall from time to 
time make arrangements with the University authori- 
ties for the attendance of veterinary students at szch 
University classes. 

The new Administrative Board to be constituted 
as aforesaid shal! consist of the following members, 
viz., Mr. M‘Callum, two representatives appointed 
by the Town Council ; two representatives appointed 
by the University ; three representatives appointed 
by the members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, the first nomination under this head to be 
made by Mr. M‘Callum ; one representative appointed 
by the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scot- 
land; one representative appointed by the East of 
Scotland Agricultural College ; one representative ap- 
pointed by the West of Scotland Agricultural College ; 
and one representative appointed by Sir William 
Turner, Mr. Middleton Rettie and Professors Chiene 
and M‘Kendrick (the present trustees of the late Miss 
Mary Dick.) These representatives shall hold office 
for three years, and be eligible for re-election.— 
Edinburgh Evening Dispatch. 








CASE OF PERVIOUS URACHUS. 


About a fortnight ago I was wired for to attend 
a foal which had become suddenly unwell. On my 
arrival I found my patient a well developed Shire 
colt foal, 10 days old. He was lying to all aprear- 
ance asleep full length in the box. He did not lie 
quiet long, however, colicy pains showed themselves 
by his uneasiness. On examination I found the 
navel much enlarged, and the condition known as 
pervious urachus was evident from its wet condition. 
The foal was continually stretching itself and made 
frequent attempts to pass water, which it managed 
to do in small quantities, both through the navel and 
the normal passage. There was pain over the 
region of the loins, but the colour of the urine was 
normal. 

I considered the case one of weakness with imper- 
fect closure of the urachus and non-contraction of 
the umbilical ring. Prescribed a dose of purgative 
medicine, to be followed by a mixture of quinine, cod 
liver oil, and lime water. In three days the foal was 





somewhat better, brighterand the urine had stopped 
flowing from the umbilical opening. There was still ; 
evident pain over the region of the loins, and the 
continual attempts at urination had in no way 


abated. Urine to all appearances normal in colour. 
Treatment in the form of hot flannels over loins 
was then carried out, but with no suecess. Symp- 
toms, apparent before, now became violently worse, 
and death took place early the morning after my 
second visit. 

Post-mortem revealed a portion of the large bowels 
deeply inflamed. The umbilical cord thickened all 
the way to its attachments, and containing a small 
quantity of thick creamy pus. The walls of the 
bladder were thickened and inflamed; the kidneys 
normal in shape and position were likewise greatly 
inflamed. They were firmly wedged in under the 
lumbar region, and wher I was removing them they 
appeared to be like two large tumours. The meas- 
urements were roughly seven inches long, by four 
inches broad from cortex to hilus. Their combined 
weight was 54lbs. The kidney substance was 
normal in every way, apart from the inflamed condi- 
tion throughout. 

As the kidneys of a full grown animal on an 
average only weigh 22-26 ounces, one may wonder at 
the enormous size and weight of the two kidneys | 
removed from this foal. 

Ricuarp Fincu, M.R.C.V.S. 
Preston. 








IS THE STANDING POSITION THE BEST 
FOR CASTRATION ? 


Is the standing operation preferable to the older 
method of casting the animal? I believe not. If 
we take into consideration the risk to the animal 
from eventration, from throwing himself down in 
the dirt and the liability afterwards to tetanus, 
peritonitis, or malignant cedema, etc.; and the risk 
of the operator, who frequently gets a kick and is 
not rarely rendered hors de combat for a time, this 
method is not only unjustifiable but dangerous. I 
am of opinion that should an accident, as eventration, 
occur to the horse the operator would render himself 
liable to the owner, if the risk be not pointed out 
beforehand. You cannot cleanse and disinfect the 
seat of incision before operating and afterwards; 
you cannot control the hemorrhage, if your new and 
frequently useless castrator or ecraseur fails to crush 
the vessels and arrest the hemorrhage; and you 
cannot render the operation a painless one. 

What better system do we require than that which 
has stood the test of hundreds of years? I meau 
casting the animal and using that so-called (by the 
unscientific minded) unscientific actual cautery and 
clamps. You can render your animal insensible 
to pain, cleanse and disinfect the operatory situ- 
ation before and after performance; you can her- 
metically seal aseptically the open vessels; you can 
generally foresee a hernia: you protect yourself, 
assistants, and patient against accidents, at least 
you reduce them to the minimum. 

Practitioners who go in for the standing operation 
may boast of their successes, but let them tell us 
honestly of its superiority over the older, more 
humane and more scientific method of our fore- 
fathers. 

‘‘ RETROSPECTOR.” 
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IN LIGHTER VEIN. 


At the latter end of last month I was requested 
to go and see a cow which was “blown up.” On 
my arrival at the farm I found my patient to be a 
small Jersey, suffering from tympanitis. Her owner 
who, to his credit, keeps a stock of my medicine, 
also an instrument or two fur emergency, had punc- 
tured the rumen with the trochar and canula the 
previous evening, which gave her temporary relief. 

I inserted the trochar again, and gave her ammon. 
carb. and nux vomica, and told my client it may be 
a simple case of tympanitis due to eating cold grass, 
or it may arise from the presence of foreign bodies in 
the true stomach; a few days would probably tell. 
The stimulants were continued every six hours and 
the cow fed on bran and gruel, but the tympany re- 
appeared almost daily, and had to be relieved by the 
trochar. 

After this had heen going on for a week or ten 
days [ advised the owner to shoot her, and expressed 
a wish to make a post-mortem. I received a message 


on the 12th inst. that the cow was shot ; being rather | - 


busy I did not get to the farm until evening, and I 
found that my friend had made the post-mortem, 
thinking I was not coming, and had sent me a letter 
telling me what he had found, a copy of which I 
enclose. I saw the stomachs, and the mucous mem- 
brane of the abomasum where the foreign bodies were 
found was intensely inflamed, the rumen contained 
only a small quantity of stinking grass. 

These cases are somewhat common | know, but I 
thought my client’s letter, the contents of which are 
quite true, would amuse some of your readers as it 
did me. 

E. R. H. 


‘ June 12, 1903. 
My dear E , 

Post-mortem at 3:15, and from my diagnosis | find 
the old cow died of ‘ Hallucination,” or at least 
she would have done if I hadn’t shot her. She was 
undoubtedly under the delusion that she was a fowl. 
Lately, although very weak, she has taken to get- 
ting up into a small hen-house (an almost acrobatic 
feat), and standing over the nest boxes, wearing 
a very worried look, and constantly looking round to 
see result. The latter of course is only surmise on 
my part, but now comes the proof of what I say. I 
had carefully gone through the whole matter—that 
is, as you know, the inside, until I came to the 
“stomachus seventeenus”’ where I found eighteen 
pieces of flint, a nail, some odd (or scrap) iron, and 
portion ofa file. Now would not any English jury | 





find the case proven? The sudden fancy for the 
hen-house, the worried look, and lastly, but most 
important, the flint grit, which any poultry expert 
will tell us is essential to egg production, but is ap- 
parently useless for milk; and she would have been 





OMENTAL PROLAPSE IN FOAL AFTER 
CASTRATION, 


I castrated this foal, using the clam and actual 
cautery, and everything went on all right for two 
days, when the owner came to me and said he was 
‘letting down his cord.” On arrival at the place | 
fourd a long 18in. stalk coming out from the right 
operating wound. I immediately cast the foal, wash- 
ed well with antiseptic end pulled gently on the 
stalk, which was omental, until it ceased to come 
easily and then ligatured as near the abdomen as I 
could with sterilised silk, cut off below it and re- 
turned into the scrotal wound which I stitched 

‘up. I then let the foal up, and except for a little 
Swelling on that side it never appeared sick. The 
| stitches were taken out a few days later and he is as 
well as ever. The cause of the hernia was, | think, 
rising on a filly which was in season and which he 
was in the same field with. 

A. J. Morrert, M.R.C.V.S. 
Ballinasloe. 


PRESERVATION or ANATOMICAL SPECIMENS, 


The method recommended by Glaye, of Hamburg, 
enables one to preserve specimens which at the same 
time keep their natural colours. The specimens 
are at first immersed in the following solution : 


Formalin 75 
Distilled water 100 
Potassium nitrate ] 
Potassium acetate 3 


After 24 hours they are taken out and allowed 
to drain and afterwards placed in 80 per cent. of 
alcohol where they regain their natural colour. 
Finally the preparations are kept in the following 
preservative mixture. 


Glycerin 50 
Distilled water 50 
Potassium acetate 8 


For specimens required for the demonstration of 
meat inspection or for pathological anatomy the 
latter solution is to be replaced by a solidifying com- 
pound, as this ; 

Hot water 200 c.c 

Good gelatine 9 leaves or 6-—7 p.c. 
This is dissolved with shaking, when it forms two 
layers, the upper and less dense. one is alone 
used. It is filtered and clarified, if necessary, by 
adding a few drops of HNO# and afterwards 6 to 8 
drops of formalin to 10 c.c. of the gelatin is added, 
less formol if the tissues to be preserved are very 
delicate. 

H. G. 


—————— 


WoLves AND Rasies.— Wolves are now so numerous 
- . . . a hl 
in the Abruzzi province as to cause serious alarm. The 
Rome correspondent of Z'he Newcastle Chroniete states 





much happier if she had minded her own business. 
—Yours sincerely, 


a 


that in their prowlings around the sheep folds, the wolves 
come into frequent conflict with the sheep dogs, and 
there is an outbreak of rabies among these animals 
amounting almost to an epidemic. 
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ON THE RELATIONSHIP OF HUMAN TUBER- 
CULOSIS TO THAT OF BOVINES. 
By D. J. Hamitton, Professor of Pathology, University 
of Aberdeen, and 
J. M’Laucuitan Youne, F.R.C.V.S., Lecturer 
Veterinary Hygiene, University of Aberdeen. 


Abstract of areport published in the ‘ Transactions of 
the Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland,’ 
1903. 


on 


(Continued from p. 786) 


SECOND SERIES.—INOCULATION (1) 


Experiment No. 7.—A brown and white “cross” bull 
pes 4 two weeks old, inoculated subcutaneously on the in- 
side of the right thigh with several pieces of a group of 
enlarged glands removed from the left side of the neck 
of a woman. 


Inoculation of the glands.—The glands all presented 
numerous cheesy foci, but were not suppurating. A 
pocket of skin was raised up, and the pieces inserted at 
the upper extremity of the pocket. The operation was 
conducted with strict antiseptic precautions. The glands 
had not touched an antiseptic, and hence were not 
washed. The pieces introduced into the wound were 
removed from the centre of the gland, and collodion 
dressing was used for covering the wound after the 
introduction of a cat gut stitch. The glands inoculated 
had been placed immediately after removal in a sterile 
bottle and surrounded with ice. The temperature at 
the time was below freezing point. 


The history of the patient from whom the glands had 
been obtained was as follows :— : 

H. M., a domestic servant, aged twenty-six, noticed a 
swelling five years ago on the left side of the neck, which 
she attributed to a decayed tooth. The swelling con- 
tinued to increase in size, but slowly, and at the time of 
operation there was an indurated chain of glands on the 
left side of the neck, along the border of the sterno- 
mastoid. The glands were matted together, but movable 
asamass. There was slight redness over the upper and 
most prominent part of the mass, where there was like. 
wise a sense of softness. Some isolated enlarged glands 
were also felt low down, immediately above the clavicle, 
and some others were felt in the posterior triangle of 
the neck. 

On the right side some circumscribed glands of fair 
size were felt along the border of the sterno-mastoid, 
and a few were also perceptible in each axilla, but none 
in the groins. 

The teeth were very carious, and were removed a 
fortnight before operation. The redness increased while 
under observation in hospital. The patient was very 
anemic but not strumous-looking. Tubercular implica- 

ion of other organs of the body could not be made out. 
— was an absence of any family-history of tuber- 
culosis. 


Seventeen days after inoculation on the calf a nodule 
as large as a hazel-nut was felt above the point of inocu- 
lation. It was hard and located about one inch above 
the entrance to the inoculation pocket. The wound had 
healed perfectly by first intention, and the animal 
seemed in good enough health. 

- Fifty-five days from the date of inoculation this 
nodule was no larger, and there was an absence of any 
appreciable enlargement of the glands in the correspond- 
ing groin. 


1 The animals in this series of experiments were not 
tested with tuberculin previous to inoculation, as it was 
thought that doing so might interfere with the success of 
‘the experiment. This idea, as shown in our subsequent 
experiments, is apparently erroneous. 





Sixty-four days after the inoculation the animal was 
tested with tuberculin and reacted, the initial tempera- 
ture being 101°9° F., that after tuberculin testing 
1064 F. 

Post mortem examination.—The animal was killed on 
the fellowing day, and the post-mortem examination 
was made immediately afterwards. The carcass was 
well nourished. A soft nodule the size of a horse-bean 
or a little larger was found at the upper extremity of the 
inoculation pocket, from which, ties incised, a soft 
cheesy mass was ejected. In the groin of the same side 
there was a group »f glands all more or less enlarged, 
the largest being about the size of a small walnut. They 
were five in number, and on cutting into the largest one, 
two yellow points were revealed distinctly tubercular in 
aspect. The rest of the gland was homogeneous in 
consistence and greyish-pink in colour. There was no 
appearance of any glandular implication between the 
cheesy focus of inoculation and those enlarged glands 
found in the groin. The glands in the left groin were 
not enlarged. 

Along the line of the iliac vessels, and running up 
the whole length of the dorsal spine, the glands were 
almost all in a state of enlargement, and on section 
they presented, in most cases, yellow points evidently 
tubercular. Most of the mesenteric glands were much 
enlarged, some of them ranging in size from a walnut 
to a pigecn’s egg, and showed, in many instances, the 
same yellow points. The glands over the stomach were 
all likewise enlarged and ran in chains, while some of 
them were so prominent as to resemble the “ pearly” 
or “grape-like” variety of bovine abdominal tubercle. 

On tracing the prevertebral glandular enlargement 
upwards, it was found that the post-mediastinal group 
was similarly affected, and a continuous chain was 
found running along the side of the trachea and cesopha- 
gus. The retro-pharyngeal glands also participated in 
the enlargement ; two of them were deeply congested, 
and showed greyish-yellow points which might be tuber- 
cular. In none of the other organs was there a sign of 
tubercular or other disease. There was no appearance 
of peritonitis or pleurisy. The mucous membrane of 
the small intestine was a little congested, but evidence 
of tubercular implication was completely wanting. 

Film preparations of scrapings from the cheesy 
nodule at the point of inoculation and from the 
mesenteric glands showed the presence of the tubercle 
bacillus. The bacilli seemed to be larger and broader 
than the ordinary human tubercle bacilli, and con- 
tained several deeply stained points in their interior. 

Experiment No, 8.—A calf, two weeks old inoculated 
subcutaneously on inner aspect of right thigh with 
scrapings of tubercular glands taken from a_ boy. 
Seventy-four days after inoculation reacted to tubercu- 
lin; killed on seventy-fifth day. Absence of local 
lesion. Some amount of glandular enlargement. Ab- 
sence of tubercle bacillus and a giant-cell structure. 
One inoculated guinea pig died prematurely, the other 
was free from tubercle after fifty-seven days. 

Experiment No. 9.—A three-weeks-old calf, inoculated 
subcutaneously in right thigh with tubercular cervical 
glands from a boy. Died twenty-two days afterwards 
from enteritis. Inoculated tissue had formed a caseous 
nodule adherent tu surroundings, but as yet there were 
no glandular enlargements or other signs of tubercular 
infection. : 

Experiment No. 10.—A seven-weeks-old calf, inocu- 
lated subcutaneously on right thigh with tubercular 
cervical glands taken from a boy. Eighty-five days 
after inoculation showed slight reaction to tuberculin. 
Cheesy tubercular formation at point of inoculation. 
Cheesy gland in right groin. More or less genera 
glandular enlargement. Tubercular patch with corres: 
ponding localised pleurisy in each lung. 
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Inoculation of two guinea 
glands, both positive. 


Experiment No. 11.—Inoculation of seven to eight- | 
man who | 
Inoculation 


fi L Eighty-six days | pose of the experiments was to ascertain whether the 
after inoculation animal reacted to tuberculin. Killed 


on eighty-seventh day. A fibrous cord-like induration | 


weeks-old calf with lung tissue taken from a 
died from diffuse miliary tuberculosis. 
made subcutaneously on right thigh. 


| 


-pigs with the enlarged | cular glandular swellings at the root of the neck and in 


the thorax, tubercle of the spleen. 
Fourtu Series. 
Two calves were employed in this series, and the pur- 


| tubercle bacillus from man, inoculated upon the calf, 
| gained in virulence by being reinoculated upon a second 


at point of inoculation. Great glandular enlargement | calf 


with caseation. Two or three small solidified areas at 
base of left lung. One of two guinea-pigs inoculated 
with the caseous bronchial glands became tubercular. 

Experiment No, 12,—A calf, from seven to eight | human cervical lymph glands. 
weeks old, inoculated subcutaneously in the right thigh 


with human urine containing tubercle bacillus. Fifty 


Experiment No, 19.—A two days-old calf, inoculated 
subcutaneously with a tubercular lymph-gland taken 
from another calf rendered tubercular by inoculation of 
The result—emaciation, 
cough, loss of appetite, and diarrhwa, with the presence 
of a focal lesion at the point of inoculation and profuse 


five days after inoculation animal reacted slightly to | general tuberculosis. 


tuberculin. 


Prevertebral, mesenteric, bronchial, and 


Experiment No. 20.—A few days old calf inoculated 


retro-pharyngeal glands enlarged and caseous. Tuber- | subcutaneously with a tubercular lymph-gland taken 


cular deposits in right lung. 
affected parts. 
THIRD SERIES 


Bacillus of tubercle in | from another calf rendered tubercular by injection of 


human tubercular sputum into the internal jugular vein. 
a al . . . » | 
[he result—general falling off, and death from natural 


Experiment No. 13.—A “cross” calf, a few weeks | °¥S* ninety-six days after commencement of experi- 


old, inoculated subcutaneously in the leg with human 
tubercular glands taken from the neck. The animal 
was killed one hundred and forty-six days after inocula- 
tion, and a week before death gave a typical tuber. 
cular reaction. The post-mortem examination revealed 
a tubercular abscess, the size of a pigeon’s egg, at the 
point of inoculation, tubercular inguinal glands, an 
intensely tubercular and cheesy iliac gland, great 
enlargement of the entire prevertebral and mesenteric 
glands, enlargement of the tonsils, tubercle deposits in 
the spleen. Presence of the bacillus tuberculosis in the 
affected parts. A guinea-pig inoculated from the iliac 
gland became intensely tubercular in sixty days, and 
died therefrom. 
Experiment No. 14.—A cross calf, a few weeks old, 
inoculated subcutaneously in the leg with human tuber 
cular glands taken from the neck. One hundred and 
thirty-five days afterwards, gave a fairly typical tuber- 
cular reaction. Was slaughtered one hundred and sixty 
days after inoculation, and showed enlargement of the 
mesenteric glands, with a distinct deposit of tubercle in 
the left lung and a corresponding enlarged cheesy 
bronchial gland. The pulmonary deposit and the cheesy 
bronchial gland both contained tubercle bacilli. 
Experiment No. 15.—A calf, a few weeks old, inocu- 
lated subcutaneously with human tubercular sputum. 
One hundred and twenty nine days afterwards gave a 
reaction of more than 2° F. to tuberculin. An absence 
of local lesion ; tubercular mesenteric and bronchial 
glands containing tubercle bacillus. Duration of the 
experiment one hundred and fifty-five days. 
Experiment No. 16.—A calf, about ten weeks old, 
twice tested for tuberculosis with negative result. Was 
allowed to inhale tubercular human sputum mixed with 
water on four occasions, and was killed one hundred and 
forty-five days after commencement of the experiment. 
Lungs both found to be extensively tubercular, along 
with the pleurz and the corresponding lymphatic glands. 
Abdominal and other organs free from disease. 
Experiment No. 17.—-A calf, about ten weeks old, 
twice tested for tuberculosis with negative result, was 
allowed to inhale tubercular human sputum mixed with 
water on four occasions, and was killed one hundred and 
forty-five days after commencement of the experiment. 
Lungs both found to be extensively tubercular, along 
with the pleurz and the corresponding lymph-glands. 
Abdominal and other organs free from disease. 


ment, profuse general tuberculosis. 
General Summary of Results. 


The experiments just described were arranged in four 
series with the view of ascertaining whether by various 
methods of procedure the bacillus of tubercle, removed 
directly from the human body, can be ingrafted upon 
the system of the calf. There cannot, we think, be the 
slightest suspicion of any of the animals having been 
tubercular from natural causes. They were purposely 
all chosen very young, and most of them were tested 
with tuberculin and failed to react. Contrary to what 
has sometimes been alleged, the tuberculin did not seem 
to interfere with the production of a positive result. 

In the first series the object of the inquiry was to 
ascertain whether human tuberculosis could be com 
municated to the calf by feeding with tuberculous 
sputum. One of the animals in this series died from 
natural causes (diarrhcea) while under observation, but 
before the experiment commenced, and the examination 
of the carcase showed that it was free from tubercle. 
Another of the series died from septicemia thirty seven 
days after the experiments began, but showed, notwith- 
standing the short lapse of time, unmistakable enlarge- 
ment (tubercular?) of the mesenteric glands. There 
was, however, nu evidence microscopically of the bacillus 
of tubercle being present in the gland tissue, nor did the 
glands exhibit the structural features of the disease. 
There remain, therefore, only four of the original six 
animals of this series for consideration—namely, those 
described under experiments 1, 2,4, and 5; and it is 
notable that, in the whole of them, the only lesions dis- 
coverable were in connection with the tonsils and the 
lymph-glands in communication with some part of the 
alimentary tract. Tbe mesenteric glands in particular 
were much. invelved ; their great size was a most re- 
markable feature, and the fact that they showed a tuber- 
cular giant cell structure and reproduced the disease on 
rejnoculation into the guinea-pig proved that the enlarge- 
ment was due to tubercular agency. Microscopic exam- 
ination, moreover, showed the presence, In certain of them, 
of the tubercle bacillus. 
Each of the animals had been fed on eighteen occasions 
with tubercular sputum from a single patient. 

Calf Nc. 1 was allowed to live for sixty-nine days. 
Microscopic examination failed to demonstrate the 
bacillus in the enlarged mesenteric glands, but revealed 
a giant-cel] structure in their substance, while inocula- 





Experiment No. 18.—A calf twice tested for tuber- 
culosis with negative result. Human tubercular sputum — 
injected into the internal jugular vein and partly into | 
the tissues around. Killed after eighty-one days. 


tion on the guinea pig was followed by a_ positive 
result. ; 

In the case of calf No. 2, which was killed after sicty- 
six days, the whole of the lymph absorbents along the 


caseous tubercular focus at the point of injection, tuber: | alimentary tract from the consis Comnwnses Sees ee 
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larged. Microscopic examination of the enlarged mesen- 
teric glands revealed the presence of a giant cell reticu- 
lum, together with the bacillus of tubercle lying in the 
reticular parts, while inoculation on the guinea-pig was, 
as in case No.1, followed by a positive result. 

Calf No. 4 was killed after sixty five days, and in it 
there was found enlargement of the tonsils and mesen- 
teric lymph glands suggestive of a tubercular lymphade- 
nitis. The glands, however, showed neither a giant cell 
. Structure nor the bacillus of tubercle, and they failed 
to reproduce the disease on being inoculated on the 
guinea-pig. In accordance, therefore, with these nega- 
tive results, although the appearances were very sus- 
picious, we must conclude that this experiment proved 
negative. 

Calf No. 5 was killed after sixty-five days, and showed 
intense tumefaction of the lymph absorbent glands 
connected with the alimentary canal, the presence of a 
giant cell structure within them, and of the tubercle 
bacillus, with a positive result on inoculation of the 
affected parts upon the guinea-pig. 

ln the whole of this first series of experiments there 
was a complete absence of any intestinal tubercular 
lesion, and we must conclude, therefore, that the bacillus 
of tubercle can pass through the intestine without in- 
fecting it, and, nevertheless, be sifted out by the mesen- 
teric lymph glands, and render them tubercular. 

In the second series the object was to ascertain 
whether the human disease could be communicated to 
the calf by subcutaneous inoculation. In four of the 
experiments (Nos. 7, 8,9, 10) the material inoculated 
was taken from caseous cervical glands removed from 
individuals who, so far as could be ascertained, were free 
from tubercular disease elsewhere. é 

Calf No.7 was killed sixty-five days after inoculation 
in the thigh, and the examination of the carcase showed 
a local tubercular focus at the point of introduction of 
the diseased gland, glandular enlargements in the groin 
of the same side, and marked enlargement of the pelvic, 
abdominal, post-mediastinal, tracheal, and cesophageal 
glands, but without tubercular implication of other 
organs. The tubercle bacillus prevailed in the affected 
parts. 

Experiment No. 8 was alike with that detailed under 
No. 7. The result, although closely resembling that of 
No. 7, differed from it in several respects, more especially 
in the fact of there being an absence of focal lesion, 
absence of giant cell structure, absence of tubercle 
bacillus, absence of positive result on inoculation upon 
the guinea pig, although one of the two guinea-pigs 
employed died prematurely from ulterior causes. It 
coincided, however, with the result obtained in No. 7 
in so far as the chains of lymph glands leading up from 
the seat of inoculation had become much enlarged. As, 
however, there was no evidence to hand showing that 
these were tubercular, we must regard this experiment 
as having also proved negative. 

Calf No. 9 died on the twenty-second day, apparently 
from enteritis ; but even after this short period there was 
a cheesy focus at the point of introduction of the frag- 
ments of diseased gland. 

In the case of calf No. 10, inoculated in the same man- 
neras the other three with caseous cervical glands, the 
animal, after eighty-five days, had developed a tubercu- 
losis affecting the chains of lymph glands running up 
from the inoculated limb, and in each lung there was a 
large tubercular patch with corresponding pleurisy. 
{noculation of the guinea-pig with the affected glands 
had a positive result. 

Calf No. 11 was inoculated in the thigh with a piece 
of human lung affected with miliary tubercle. The 
animal was allowed to live for eighty-seven days, by 
which time a fibrous cord-like structure had formed at 
the point of inoculation, and the glands leading up from 
this through the inguinal region, the abdomen, the 


, Ment. 





‘ successfully from human cervical glands. 





thorax, and the cervical region were enlarged and caseous 
while inoculation of these upon the guinea-pig gave rise 
to general tuberculosis. 

or the inoculation of calf No. 12 human urine con- 
taining the bacillus of tubercle was employed. It was 
injected subcutaneously into the right thigh. The animal 
was killed after fifty-five days, when its lymph gland 
system, particularly that in connection with the lungs, 
was found to be extensively tubercular, cheesy, and 
calcareous. The right lung and pleura were also involved, 
and the affected parts showed the presence of the tubercle 
bacillus. These lesions, as so often happens, occurred 
without there being any focal deposit at the seat of 
introduction. 

The third series of experiments had for its object the 
repetition of some of the foregoing made with caseous 
glands, the subcutaneous inoculation of tubercular 
sputum, the inhalation of tubercular sputum, and the 
injection of the same into the internal jugular vein. 

Calf No. 13 was inoculated subcutaneously with frag- 
ments of tubercular glands taken from the neck, and in 
the course of one hundred and forty-six days developed 
a widespread tuberculosis. There was a focal lesion at 
the point of inoculation, with enormous tubercular en- 
largement of the inguinal, iliac, and other glands 
throughout the body, enlargement of the tonsils, tubercle 
of the spleen. The affected parts showed the tubercle 
bacillus, and a guinea-pig inoculated from a tubercular 
iliac gland developed a general tuberculosis, of an un- 
ead intense type, within sixty days, and died there- 
rom. 

The experiment in calf No 14 was alike with the 
foregoing, and the animal was killed one hundred and 
sixty days afterwards. Although there was again an 
absence of any focal lesion at the point of introduction 
of the virus, yet there was the same lymph glandular 
tubercular enlargements as in so many other like experi- 
ments, together with a distinctly tubercular deposit in 
the left lung. 

No. 15 calf was inoculated subcutaneously with 
human tubercular sputum, and one hundred and fifty- 
five days after the operation it was slaughtered. The 
autopsy revealed the usual tubercular enlargements of 
—- glands with an absence of focal lesion of any 

ind. 

Experiments Nos. 16 and 17 were conducted collater- 
ally under exactly the same conditions. They consisted 
in allowing the animals to inhale from time to time, in 
an enclosed chamber, a spray consisting of phthisical 
sputum mixed with water. 

Two calves, twice tested with tuberculin, with negative 
result, were allowed to breathe this spray on four 
occasions, and were allowed to live one hundred and 
forty-five days from the commencement of the experi- 
They both developed widespread tuberculosis of 
the lungs and pleurz, while other organs remained free 
from the disease. 

In the case of calf No. 18,6 c.c. of tubercular sputum 
mixed with water were injected into the internal jugular 
vein, some of it escaping into the tissues around the 
vessel in performing the operation. Killed after eighty- 
one days, a caseous tubercular focus the size of a 
pigeon’s egg was found at the seat of inoculation, together 
with tubercular glandular swellings at the root of the 
neck and in the thorax, while tubercle nodules were 
found disseminated in the spleen. 

The fourth series included two experiments (19 and 
20), and the purport was alike in both—namely, to prove 
whether or not the human bacillus gains in virulence by 
being transferred from one bovine host to another. Two 
calves, a few days old, were inoculated subcutaneously 
in the hind leg with fragments of tubercular lymph- 
glands removed from the carcases of two other calves 
(Nos. 13 and 18) which had previously been inoculated 
Each animal 
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developed a widespread tuberculosis far more virulent 
than that of the primary host, clearly demonstrating 
that the human bacillus, once ingrafted on the calf. 
becomes scclimatised to its new surroundings, and has 


its power of inducing lesions thereby enhanced. 


Conclusions from Results. 
We hold that our experiments prove— 


_1, That, although human tubercle is probably not so 
virulent for the calf as that derived from bovines, yet it | 


can be readily inoculated upon that animal. 


2. That this holds good whether the tubercle inocula- 
ted be derived from tubercular lymph-glands, tuber- 


cular lung, tubercular sputum, or tubercular urine. 


3. That it produces this positive result irrespective of 
whether it be introduced by feeding the animal with the 
tubercular material, by subcutaneous inoculation npon 
a peripheral part, by respiring a spray containing the 


bacillus, or by injection into the venous system. 
4. That the organs most affected are those in immedi- 
ate connection with the part operated upon. 
5. That the lymphatic system is constantly involved 
in the resulting tuberculosis. 
6. That when administered by the mouth, tubercular 
sputum induces an abdominal lymph gland tuberculosis 
without necessarily the intestine being in any way 
involved. q 
7. That when tuberculosis from a human source has 
been ingrafted upon a calf, it gains enormously in viru- 
lence by being reinoculated upon a second calf. 
8. That the morphological characters of the bacillus 
may vary according to circumstances, and are no guide 
to the source of the organism under observation. 
9. That the above facts go to favour the view that the 
human bacillus and that of bovines are identical, but 
modified somewhat by their environment. 
10. That our results area direct contradiction of those 
alleged to have been obtained by Koch and Schiitz. 


Cur thanks are due to Drs, Duncan and Laing, assis- 
tants in the Pathological Department of the University, 
for valuable help afforded in the carrying out of many 
details connected with the observations contained in 
this paper, and to Drs. Riddell and Rose, of Aberdeen, 
for the tubercular glands used in inoculating the 
animals. 











THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND 


A quarterly general meeting was held at the Gres- 
ham Hotel, Dublin, on Friday, May 29th, at 7.30 p.m 
The following members were present :— Messrs. C. 
Allen (President), M. Hedley (Treasurer), J. J.O’Connor, 
G. Dunne, W. Cargill Patrick, G. Newsom, F. Kerr, 
W.S. King, C. Jones, J. A. Jordan, J. A. Thompson, 
J. H. Norris, J. D. Richardson, W, H. Bradley, W. H. 
Wilkinson, A. E. Mettam, P. J. Howard, J. H. Carr, 
L. M. Magee, RK. B. Freeman, J. J. Kelly, F. C. Mason, 
and J. McKenny (Hon. Sec.) ‘The following visitors 


Vet,-Lieut.-Col. L. J. Blenkinsop, D.8.O.; H. Flood, 
A. M. Crighton, and R. Malone. 

The following gentlemen were nominated for member- 
ship :—Messrs. J. D. Baker, W. Cathcart, Vat.-Lieut.- 
Col. B. J. Glover, and W. J. Doyle. 

The following gentlemen were proposed and elected 
Honorary Associates :— Professors Nocard, A'fort, Paris; 
Perrocito, Turin Italy : Thomassen, Utrecht, Holland ; 
|T. Kitt, Munich ; B. Bang, Copenhagen; and J. W. 

Schiitz, Berlin. 








Rerort or Counctt. 

The Report of Council was then read by the Secre- 
TARY, Viz. : 

Gentlemen,—Your Council report that they gave 
the order for the printing of the revised rules to the 
firm of Messrs. Brindley «& Son, they having given the 
lowest estimate for same. 

Mr. J. J. Kelly’s resolution ve purchase of reading 
desk for use at general meetings was fully considered, 
and it was decided that it was not necessary to obtain 
a reading desk, 

[t was resolved not to send delegates to the meeting 
of the Sanitary Institute to be held in Bradford next 
July ; but respecting the Congress of Public Health to 
be held at Liverpool on July 15th to 2ist, it was pro- 
posed that Mr. Hedley attend it as our delegate, and 
your Secretary was instructed to forward to the Secre- 
tary of the Congress the following resolution :-—‘ That 
in the opinion of this Council no separate section for 
the veterinary protession should be established, but that 
subjects of peculiar interests to the veterinary profession 
be discussed along with other matters by the section of 
Comparative Pathology and Bacteriology, and that this 
be communicated to the Secretary of the Congress.” 

In reference to the exemption of veterinarians from 
attendance on juries, it was decided that Mr. Allen’s 
case be made a “test case,” as recently Judge Adame 
held that by his interpretation of the Act relative thereto 
veterinarians were exempt. 

It is suggested that ‘‘ Members of the profession who 
were members of the Association while residing in ire- 
land be elected and placed in a separate list under the 
title of “corresponding members not residing in the 
United Kingdom,” and that they be entitled to a copy 
of the proceedings of the Association without fee or 
charge.” 

Your Council submit for your consideration the follow- 
ing communications and resolution thereon :— 


“ Killoughter House, Ashferd, Co. Wicklow. 
15th April, 1903. 
Dear Sir,—I would be much obliged by your submit- 
ting tu the Council of the V.M.A.L, the enclosed news- 
paper reports, containing statements referring to a lec- 
ture recently delivered by Mr. Mason at Shillelagh. I 
am perfectly convinced that the more knowledge owners 
have of the general management of cattle the better it 
will be for them, and also for veterinarians, but to teach 
them to become quacks would not in my opinion be 
either for their benefit or that of the profession. I wish 
it to be clearly understood that I do not object to public 





were also present :—Vet.-Lieut.-Col. B. J. Glover, Vet.- 
Lieut.-Col. L. J. Blenkinsop, Messrs. R. G. Wills and 
W. B. Devine. it 4 

The following members wrote expressing their inability 
to attend: Messrs. G. B. Miller, W. Chambers, J. 
Preston, W. W. Malone, M. Murphy, C. E. Neill, 5. W. 
Haffield, Vet.-Lieut.-Col. C. Steel, E. C. Winter, er 
Simcocks, J. W. Nolans, and W. Pallin. 

The following gentlemen were elected members :— 
Messrs. J. Jarratt, T. J. Daly, Vet.-Lieut. J. T. Coley, 
J. Mark, R. D. Dove, R. Griffin, J. R. Wardrop, Capt. 


lectures being delivered on Hygiene, Sanitation, first- 
aids, etc., but to give broadcast to the ignorant a 
number of prescriptions for various ailments would not, 
I should think, be the intention of the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction.—l am, yours 
faithfully, ; 
(Signed) GrorGeE NEwsom.” 
“116 Stephens Green, Dublin. 
May 4th, 1903. 
Dear Mr. Mason,—At a Council meeting of the above 


Association held 01 the 27th ult, the following resolu- 





R. H. Holmes. A.V.D.; W. E. Elkins, W. A. Young, 
J.B. Dunlop, Capt. W. D. Smith, A.V.D.; J. Malone, 





tion was passed :—“ Resolved that a letter be sent to 
Mr. Mason calling his attention to the fact that a report 
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in The Bray and South Dublin Herald of 21st Feb., 
1903, of a meeting held at Shillelagh on 20th February, 
1903, stated that the lecturer had given numerous 
recipes or prescriptions to those present for the treat- 
ment of the different ailments of stock, and as the matter 
has been brought before the V.M.A.I for consideration, 
they instruct the Secretary to ascertain from Mr. Mason 
whether the above report is correct or not, as such con- 
duct, as reported, is considered derogatory to the best 
interests of our profossion, and ought not to be practised 
by members of the R.C.V.S.” I herewith append a 
copy of that portion of the report which is complained 
of, viz.—‘“ Nevertheless Professor Mason was neither 
negligent nor absent-minded, for when he concluded his 
lecture, he kindly invited each and every person who 
had an animal ailing to go into the magistrates’ room, 
where he was neither reserved nor sparing in his advice 
and recipes, and for an hour after the close of the 
lecture, he was occupied iu giving recipes to the various 
applicants who required them.”—Yours very truly, 
(Signed) Jas. McKenny, Hon. Sec. 


“ Veterinary Infirmary, Newtown Park, Blackrock. 
May 6th, 1903. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to yours of the 4th instant, I »m 
unable to inform the Council of the V.M.A.I. whether 
the report in The Bray Herald, of which they complain, 
is correct or not, as I was not present at the meeting 
held in Shillelagh, on Feb. 20th last (speaking from 
memory). The extract which you kindly give is taken, 
I believe, from the report of a speech made by some 
gentleman at Shillelagh, for which [ am not responsible. 

As regards any charge against myself, I shall be happy 
to meet same, giving all due respect to the elected 
Council of our Association. It will, however, first be 
necessary that I should be informed of the time, place, 
and nature of my offence, as, so far, I am unaware of 
any act of mine likely to be ‘derogatory to the ‘best 
interests of our profession.’— Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) FALKNER C. Mason.” 


“116 Stephens Green, Dublin. 
May 7th, 1903. 

Dear Mr. Mason,—In reply to your letter of the’ 6th 
inst., in answer to a communication which I sent you on 
the 4th inst. as instructed by the Council of the above 
Association, I certainly hope you have not been guilty 
of the conduct as publicly reported in The Bray and 
South Dublin Herald of the 21st February, and in the 
Supplement to the Wicklow People of February 28th ; 
and if it bea fact that the reports are false, then 1 
strongly advise you to at once institute legal proceedings 
against the editors of the newspapers referred to ; and I 
have no doubt that if you satisfy the Council of our 
Association that you did not act in the manner as re- 
ported, our Association will protect you as far as it is 
able. I shall lay your letter before the Council at its 
next meeting. In the meantime I enclose a full copy 
of one of the reports—it appeared in The Bray and 
South Dublin Herald—by it you will see that the meet- 
ing referred to in the resolution of the above Associa- 
tion took place the previous day, and the lecture said 
to be delivered by you occurred two days previously, ‘viz., 
Feb. 18th, 1903.—Yours very truly, 

(Signed) Jas. McKenny, Hon. Sec.” 


“ Newtownpark, May 10th, 1903. 
Dear McKenny,—I am very busy preparing to go 





reported, that a certain person attributed to me, I think 
it better, for the sake of your good opinion and that of 
some others in whose estimation I should be sorry to 
fall, to give a blunt denial of the guilt imputed to me. 

The gentleman who was reported in The Bray Herald 
to have laid these sins to my charge has written a very 
satisfactory letter in reply to one from me, which I 
think will convince the Council that once again I am 
unjustly accused. I must point out, however, that the 
Council (or the complainant whose name was not given 
to me) cannot bring forward hearsay evidence against 
any man. 

The report of which you kindly give me a copy, does 
not even a ag to be one of my lectures, and I cannot 
be responsible for the speeches of others. I shall be 
happy to show you the original letter from Mr. Fleming, 
of which I enclose copy. It is my custom to try and 
persuade practitioners to attend my lectures, and among 
others the following have accepted my invitations, and 
have made no complaints :—- 

Messrs. Howard, Ennis ; Dobbyn, Waterford ; Norris, 
Wexford ; Malone, Gorey; Dawson, Cavan; Peate, 
Monaghan ; Loughran, Auchnacloy ; Nunan, Bailieboro’; 
Hines, Lismore ; Donovan, Clonakilty ; Vahey, Ballin- 
robe ; and Chambers, Bullen, and Cathcart, of the 
Veterinary Department. Some have even taken part in 
my meetings. 

I have lectured among my own clients, and given the 
same information that I gave elsewhere, and do not 
think my practice or that of others around me was in 
any way injured. I shall always be happy to defend 
myself before a full meeting of the Association, but as I 
am at pecuniary loss if the date does not suit me, I 
should like long notice if possible when such matters 
are likely to be brought up.—Yours in haste, 

(Signed) F.C. Mason. 

P.S.—Litigation with newspapers or others is too 
expensive a luxury for me.” 


“Shillelagh, Co. Wicklow, 
9th May, 1903. 

Dear Mr. Mason,—In reply to your letter with regard 
to the report of a speech by me at Shillelagh in 7’he Bray 
Herald of 20th February, I beg to say that while the 
report is substantially correct, 1 did not wish to convey 
that you gave veterinary prescriptions to your audience. 

My recollection of the circumstances agrees with 
yours, that you confined yourself, both in your lecture 
and in the small room afterwards, to advice as to the 
prevention of disease. The reason that I asked you to 
see the small farmers privately was that I knew such 
men do not like the public to hear of their misfortunes, 
and, as their representative, I felt it incumbent on me to 
convince them of the superiority of a_ professional man 
over the ‘quack’ who has done so much mischief in this 
neighbourhood. 

I am sorry that my words should have caused you 
any annoyance, and assure you that! consider your lec- 
ture was calculated to benefit your profession as well as 
the agricultural community.— Yours truly, 

(Signed) M. FLEMING.” 


“116, Stephens Green, Dublin, 
May 12th, 1903. 


Dear Mr. Mason,—In reply to your letter of the 11th 
inst., and copy of Mr. Fleming’s letter to you, I am sorry 
you consider the referred to resolution carelessly worded, 


away, but before doing so drop a line ve the matter of | but am pleased that your letter immediately contradicts 
our recent correspondence. Any letters passing at | the statement ; as you say, the only question put to you 
resent are semi-personal, as owing to the careless word- | was whether the report (that portion of which a copy 


ing of the original resolution cf the V.M.A.I. the only | 
question put to me formally was whether a report (of | 


which I had no knowledge first-hand) was correct. 


Ag I sup however, that the Council really desired | 


to know if I was guilty of acts which a certain paper 


was sent to you) was correct, and that is the only ques- 
tion they required to be answered, and therefore when 
you say you deny the guilt imputed to you, it appears 
to me you interpret the resolution incorrectly. Also I 
may add the Council have not charged you with having 
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committed any sins, or unj 


ustly accused you on hea ! 

evidence. The facts are these :—A report relative regen 4 | A 
appeared in the public newspapers, and therein it was 
stated you had acted in a manner which our Council did 


“ Dear Sir,—At a meeting of the Council of the above 
ssociation held on the 29th inst. (April), I was instrue- 
| ted to write to you asking if any steps had been taken 


not approve of, and they (I think you must say) acted | . y ne Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruc- 


very properly when they gave you the opportunity of | 
cefuting—if I may use such strong language—the foul | 
accusations made against you, and I may add that you | 
should know that the main object of our Association is | 
for the individual and collective benefit of the profession. 
Take for instance the case under discussion—a report 
appears in some public newspapers in which it is stated 
that you did certain acts which would be prejudicial to 
the interests of the profession ; we drew your attention | n 
to the accusations, and asked if they were correct, so | 
that you could disprove them and, so far as I know, Mr. | 
Fleming’s letter exonerates you from the sins and false 
charges he himself accuses you of, and you have had the 
opportunity of denying them. And | certainly, for one, 
would at once resign if I considered a single me.aber of 
the profession was unjustly dealt with by us, and I sin- 
cerely hope you will never allow such an unworthy 
thought as that you or anyone else would be unfairly 


accused by us.—Yours very truly, 
(Signed) Jas. McKenny, Hon. Sec.” 


18th May, 1903. 


Dear Mr. McKenny,—Your letter awaited me on my 
Perhaps my reading of the resolution was not 
correct, but I understood the word ‘ report’ to mean the 
report in The Bray Herald, and as this was the report 


return. 


of the speech of Mr. Fleming I was unable to say if it 
were correct or not. Being anxious, however, to right 
myself in your eyes as well as in the estimation of the 
members of our Association, I wrote to Mr. Fleming 
with the result you know of. The resolution did not 
ask me if Mr. Fleming’s statements, as reported, were 
true. However, I am glad that the affair has been 
cleared up. I quite realise your position, and the pro- 
priety of all your actions as secretary and member of the 
V.M.A.I., but any suggestion, which may seem to be 
conveyed by my previous letter, of a suspicion that I 
had been unfairly accused by the Association, was unin- 
tentional. In view, however, of what I know by bitter 


experience | think I am justified in watching keenly the 


actions of individuals. 

I should not hesitate myself to seek protection from 
our Association if oppressed, and this shows my confi- 
dence in, and respect for it. I will not hide the fact, 
however, that I have recently had evidence of petty 
spite on the part of individuals not of a nature or suffi- 
ciently important to be noticed further. 

So far as I am concerned this matter is now closed. I 
am at present lecturing in Co. Carlow, and have invited 
Mr. Holland, of Athy, to be present, if convenient, at | 
some of my lectures. 

I wish the members of the profession would do me 
the honour of attending my lectures in their respective 
neighbourhoods. It would be a help to me and do them 
no harm locally.—Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) Fatkner C. Mason.” 


Your Council instructed the Secretary to issue the | 
following circular :— 

“The election for members of Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons is at hand, and the 
Council of this Association ask you to support the candi- | 
dature of Mr. Charles Allen and Professor Mettam. At. 
the present time Mr. Byrne is the only representative | 
from Ireland, and it is felt that in a Council of thirty- 
two Ireland should have at least three representatives. 
The Council hope you will vote for Messrs. Allen and | 
Mettam.” 

Also the following letter was sent to the Secretary. of | 
the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction | 
‘for a me ; 








ion relative to the lectures delivered by Mr. Leaf in the 
Co, Kilkenny. Also to submit for the consideration of 
your Department some additional information on the 
| subject of the itinerant lecturer employed by it, and to 
| know if the Department have instructed the said lectures 
| to be delivered, or if it will sanction these gentlemen to 
continue to deliver these lectures. The following is the 
additional information : 
“It having been brought to the notice of the Veteri- 
ary Medical Association of Ireland that an Agricultural 
| Lecturer in County Cavan has been attempting to give 
| information on veterinary subjects, concerning which he 
‘must necessarily be imperfectly informed, and has 
absolutely been largely using injections for prevention ot 
blackleg’ in cattle, thus practising as a veterinary 
surgeon. 

It is proposed that the circumstance be reported to 
” Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruc- 
10D. 

The members of the Veterinary Medical Association 
|of Ireland unanimously agree that the above named 
lecturer has perhaps inadvertently exceeded the authority 
granted him for giving instruction in agriculture, thereby 
dangerously misleading the public by producing the false 
and mischievous impression that he is a member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

And in reply the Secretary received the following 
letter from the Department : 

“Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 30th ult., 
I have to ask that you will kindly submit fuller par- 
ticulars of the information on veterinary subjects stated 
to have been given by the itinerant instructor in agricul- 
ture for County Cavan and to which your Association 
object.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) T. P. Gruu, See.” 


Instructions were given to the Secretary to submit 
the above letter from the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction to the Council for consideration 
and reply. 





LIBRARY. 

Mr. Norris: In proposing the resolution standing in 
my name, it will not be necessary, I think, for me to dilate 
on the advantages of a library to an Association such as 
this. To do so would, indeed, seem superfluous ; for the 
usefulness of such an institution must be ogg to all, 
In fact it may be fairly said that the objects of the 
Association would be incomplete without one. Now the 
question is, What sort of library would be most adaptable ! 
[ think a circulating one, with its headquarters in some 
central position, such as Dublin, would be the most 
suitable for our needs. As the great object of library 
would be to supply works of reference on all matters 
relating to veterinary science, I would suggest that 
works on comparative medicine and surgery and patho 

logy, together with books and papers on scientific agri 

culture and hygiene and sanitary science should find a 
place on our bookshelf. A small committee might be 


appointed to draw up rules and make out a list of books, 
‘their recommendations to be submitted to a general 


A most important factor is the 


meeting for approval. r 
I'o start the library | 


financial aspect of the question. 


think if each member gave a donation of say, on an 
average, £1, a \ ! 
nucleus, and a small annual subscription of say 5s. or 
‘less would be sufficient to keep it going, or we might 


it would establish a very substantial 


‘hold a “ Book Reception ” when all and sundry would be 
invited to present volumes of useful works. 


Without 


| further remarks I will submit this to your consideration. 

Mr. Hepwey suggested that the matter should be re- 
ferred to the Council to report upon the scheme pro- 
posed by Mr. Norris. 


The decision of the Council 
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general meeting for confirmatioa. 

Mr. Newsom seconded, and the proposal was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. McKenny said he thought that the meeting 
should accept the report of the Council with reference 
to the voluminous correspondence he had read in connec- 
tion with Mr. Mason’s case. They should look on it 
from a personal point of view ; as they might be called 
on at any time to deliver a lecture or make remarks in 
public, they would be in a very unpleasant position if 
they were unjustly or unfairly reported and they could 
be held liable for same. Now Mr. Mason explained 
that he invites the local veterinary surgeons in the 
various neighbourhoods where his lectures are delivered 
to attend and witness for themselves the manner in 
which they are conducted ; and if they do not do so he 
thought it was very fair when he said they should not 
grumble. If Mr. Mason came to Dublin he was sure a 
great many of them would attend his lecture, and if no 
one else got up and criticised, he (Mr. McKenny) would 
be very likely to do so himself. He thought they 
should send out a circular letter to all the members of 
their profession calling on them to attend the lectures, 
and report upon any matters that they considered as 
constituting a grievance—such reports to be laid before 
the Council for their consideration, and any action 
necessary. He had read for them the full report, and 
he was sorry that Mr. Mason was not present to hear it, 
as he was sure Mr. Mason would certainly have agreed 
that they had dealt with the matter in a proper spirit. 

Here Mr. Mason entered the room]. 

Mr. McKenny said he was sorry he had not attended 
a few minutes sooner. 

Mr. Newsom said he had never received any invita- 
tion to attend those lectures. He wished to clear him- 
self on that matter ; and he should like to thank the 
Council of the Association, and especially the Hon. 
Secretary for all the trouble they had taken. He 
seconded the proposal that a circular should be sent out 
to all veterinary surgeons, which was carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr. Mason asked their indulgence for one moment. 
He explained that his late attendance was due to having 
been detained on a case. He would like to know what 
was the result of the correspondence with reference to 
his case, and what was the proposition that had just 
been carried. He heard his name mentioned as he 
came in. 

Mr. McKEnny explained. 

Mr. Mason said that he might call their attention to 
the fact that the first letter of the Secretary to him con- 
tained a resolution asking him as to the accuracy or 
otherwise uf a report— 

Mr. HEDLEy (interrupting) desired that the question 
should not be re-opened. ‘The conclusion arrived at 
must be accepted without going over the whole ground 
again. He thought the maiter had been settled very 
much in Mr. Mason’s favour. 

Mr. Mason said he wanted justice, and would insist on 
his right to speak until veled out of order by the 
Chairman. ; 

The CHAIRMAN considered it would be advisable to 
adhere to the decision that the question should not be 
re-opened. 


ENDOCARDITIS. 
By J. H. Norris, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—With your kind permission, I desire to 
make a few remarks on these specimens, and on endo 
carditis in general as met with in the pig. 

The joer mie with which I encountered this disease 
when making post-mortem examinations on swine, in- 
duced me to keep a record of these cases. The result 





would not be final: it was always brought before the | of which is as follows. During the three years ended) 


the 31st December last I made 189 autopsies on swine 
dead from non-contagious disease, finding chronic lesions 
of endocarditis in 29 cases. This shows a fatality of 
153 per cent., or, in other words, every seventh autopsy 
revealed the disease. You may say this is not an alarm- 
ing mortality, but when one considers that almost 70: 
per cent. of porcine ailments and fatalities are attribut- 
able to dietetic errors and carelessness on the part of 
owners, you will agree, I think, that the estimate is con- 
siderably transformed ; in fact, my experience leads me 
to believe that no other non-contagious organic disease 
pane so high a mortality and serious loss to the pig 
reeding industry. Although it occurrs in pigs of all 
ages it is, however, most frequently met with in animals 
from 3 to 12 months olds. 

The symptoms, although not what one would describe 
as pathognomonic, are well-marked, uniform, and ap- 
pear in regular sequence. The first approach is accom- 
panied by drowsiness and loss of appetite. After a 
short time—generally about 24 hours—the respiration: 
appears to be somewhat increased and laboured. Any 
appetite that remains is extremely capricious, and there 
is generally a tendency to constipation. In this more 
or less prostrate condition the animal, although gradu- 
ally weakening, may remain for a fortnight or even: 
longer. As the malady progresses, however, the respira- 
tion increases and becomes more and more laboured. 
The skin, especially on the ears and back, becoming 
congested and cyanosed. With the respirations daily 
increasing the skin becoming darker and darker, and 
the body emaciating rapidly, the animal hastens to 
dissolution which may occur any time from about the 
4th to 16th day, death being produced by mechanical 
pulmonary congestion. 

On opening the chest, one finds the lungs enormously 
congested, enlarged and dropsical. When cut there is 
a profuse escape of serum. The interlobular septa is 
much plainer marked than in the normal lung. It is 
paler than the lung tissue, giving the cut surface a: 
marbled appearance. The lesion in the heart is too well 
known to need detailed description from me. It is 
simply a verrucous growth varying in consistency and 
size according to its age. At first it is a non-vascular 
vegetation, which in due course bccomes an organised 
tumour. The most remarkable characteristic of this 
lesion is its almost infallible preference for the mitral 
valve. On one occasion only have I found it in the right 
heart, and in that case it wasalso present in the left. It 
may be noticed that, although there is always more or 
less valvular incompetency, this growth is comparatively 
harmless until it attains sufficient size to occlude or im- 
pede the circulation. It is when this stage is reached 
that the first clinical symptom appears. 

Rheumatism has been universally accused as the direct 
offender in producing this morbid change, but, astonisb- 
ing as it may seem, I have never yet met a victim with 
a rheumatic history—in fact they have nearly all had 
a healthy record. On the other hand I have occasionally 
met herds exhibiting well marked clinical symptoms of 
rheumatism without finding a trace of endocarditis. 
From this experience it would appear anomalous to 
hold rheumatism accountable. What then isthe cause / 
Tothis I must answer, notwithstanding what is said 
above, that rheumatism is undoubtedly the primary 
cause, but here I mean rheumatic changes that are so 
benign as to be clinically almost imperceptible—a soli- 
tary slightly enlarged joint being often the only outward 
indication. 

In conclusion I may be permitted to leave many other 
interesting points regarding the etiology to a full dis- 
cussion. The other points which it would seem desir- 
able to review are (1) Why the mitral valve is always 
the seat of the lesion? (2) Why the disease invariably 
follows a mild attack of rheumatism? (3) What are the 















-general causes of these mild attacks? (4) What useful 
preventive measure could be suggested ? 


Discussion. 


Mr. HEDLEY said that some time ago when the Veteri- 
nary Department first commenced to deal with swine 
fever the condition of the heart described was recognised 
in a great many of the swine slaughtered, not only in 
‘Great Britain but in many parts of the Continent as 
well, and also in the States of America, and was regard- 
ed as a form of swine-fever. In the course of time, as 


investigations were carried out, it was observed that | 


they were dealing with another disease altogether, but 
it was not exactly known what it really was. In the 
year 1895 a Departmental Committee was formed by 
the Board of Agriculture for the purpose of investigating 
certain conditions with reference to swine fever and re- 
porting upon them. A second or adjourned committee 
considered two other conditions with reference to swine 
—the pneumonic, and the verrucose endocarditis condi- 
ition. Just as briefly as circumstances would admit of 
he would read for them the conclusions that were 
arrived at. 

He had casually collected afew hearts and they would 
easily recognise the growths on the mitral valve. The 
specimen which Mr. Norris hai been good enough to 
submit was very small compared with the others. The 
indications were hardly observable. In some instances 
they had observed the growth so large that it had almost 
‘been a mystery to know how the blood had been able to 
pass through the occluded mitral valve. For the purpose 
-of determining whether this was swine erysipelas or not 
the committee arranged that a number of hearts should 
be collected—some in Great Britain and some in Ireland 
—to be sent up to the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons in London so that sections should be made and 
cultures prepared with a view to determining whether 
they were dealing with swine erysipelas as known in 
‘Germany and in France. In almost every case, with 
only one or two exceptions, it was clear as a result of the 
cultures and microscopic examination of the sections 
that they were dealing with the same disease as that 
known on the Continent and in America. The condition 
referred to by Mr. Norris was exactly the same condition 
as they would find in the hearts he submitted, and he 
had no doubt that if a microscopic examination was 
made they would find the characteristic /aci//us upon 
‘the peripheral edge of the new growth. He would advise 
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those interested in the subject to get a copy of the blue | 


amount of useful information. 


determined to more definitely decide whether the disease | 


was epizootic or not, and to fullow up the history of the 


hearts sent from Ireland. We had hearts lettered from | 


A. to W., and in the case of none of the lots of swine 


from which the case was taken was it found that other | 


swine in the herd were similarly affected, thus demon- 
strating that the disease was not of a contagious charac- 
ter. The only conclusion he could arrive at was that it 
must be a disease requiring certain conditions—climatic 
probably—to develop it, which did not obtain in the 
British Isles. We probably may have a country which 
is too damp for its propagation, He threw this out as 
a suggestion. There was a very good drawing illustra- 
ting the disease in the annual report of the be ard of 
Agriculture for the year 1894, and also in the 1896 re- 

rt. Verrucose endocarditis was the type referred to. 
t is indicated that the disease was known in the United 
Kingdom as far back as 1847. “— 

He would like to suggest to Mr. Norris that the 
disease which he set down as of rheumatic origin was 
really the result of a specific bacillus, which is known 
.as the bacillus of swine erysipelas. As to the question 
he asked why it is that the heart is the organ selected, 
.that was a very difficult one to answer, as it was difficult 


book referred to, it cost only 3d., and it gave a large | vegetations. 


The committee further | 


| the organism which give rise to pneumonia. 





to say why the lungs were the seat of pleuro pneumonia 
in cattle, and why cattle were affected more than other 
animals, or why certain other diseases affect the human 
subject and not animals, These were all difficult ques- 
tions to answer ; their solution would have to be left to 
some future generation not, he hoped, too far distant. 
Interesting points like these were raised in connection 
with the bacteriological investigation of disease and the 
further pursuit of such investigations would he believed 
remove a great deal of the misunderstanding that now 
existed. 

Prof. Merra had listened with very great pleasure 
to Mr. Norris’s paper, because it was gratifying to find 
one of their members who was so busily occupied with 
other matters investigating those scientific questions and 
endeavouring to explain conditions which he came across 
in the course of his daily avocation. It gave great hope 
that in the future they were going to get very useful 
assistance from their brethren in actual practice. He 
was very much interested in the question of cardiac 
affections, and it was, as Mr. Hedley had very eloquently 
put it, a very difficult thing to explain why any par 
ticular part of the body should be a seat of a particular 
disease. Mr. Norris did not tell them anything about 
the early conditions of the disease, and he would like 
to have seen some hearts affected at the acute stage of 
the disease. The cases shown were of chronic endocar 
ditis, from the hardness of the deposits on the valves ; 
from their character he would infer almost that a certain 
amount of organisation bad taken place in the growth. 
Mr. Norris mentioned that rheumatism was a prime 
factor in the disease. He would like to ask him what 
was rheumatism, and what was it due to. Were there 
not a great number of lesions and a great many condi 
tions which they were pleased to call rheumatism for 
want of a better name? He had had a good deal of 
experience of post-mortem examinations and had seen a 
good many hearts. He made a post-mortem the other 
day of an animal which he knew had been suffering from 
an acute affection—it proved to be acute septiccemee. 
He was rather troubled about that affection just ther, it 
was really an “old manof thesea” to him. On exam. 
ining the animal he thought it was a case of anthrax, 
He found on post-mortem examination that the valves 
showed blebs of blood in the structure of the duplicated 
endocardium. The pressure of the blood clots had 
caused the endothelium cells to slough, leaving rough 
ened surfaces. He would like Mr. Norris to tell them 
something about the organisms found in the various 
Mr. Hedley had pointed out that in the 
majority of cases in pigs the cause was swine erysipelas. 
They had known that of course for some years, in fact 
he had the privilege of seeing Prof. M’l'adyean’s first 
culture of the bacillus at Edinburgh. The vegetation 
might, however, be due to other parasites such as the 
staphylococcus or streptococcus, and these are — of 
ir, NOrris 
had asked why it was that in the case of the affection he 
had described the mitral valve was affected, and not 
both sides of the heart. He thought it was usually 
understood in the veterinary profession that in _ these 
cases of endocarditis one side of the heart is affected 
practically as commonly as the other, In the case of 
the human subject the tricuspid valve is involved as 
often as the mitral. One remark had dropped from 
Mr. Norris which was very pregnant indeed. He said 
that occasionally he had observed a swelling of a joint 
associated with cases of endocarditis. He (Prot. 
Mettam) believed that if Mr. Norris would follow up that 
question he would get at the root of the difficulty, as to 
his mind the cause of the swelling of the joint was the 
cause of the endocarditis. He thought he would find 
that the case is one that is included under the —— 
group of septicemia hemorrhagu, and toa —— that 
manifests itself by affections of the serous membrane. 
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Mr. Norris was rather disappointed cn account of 
only two members taking part in the discussion on his 
paper, and he thought more of them should have some 
remarks to contribute, as for his part he met the disease 
almost every day—at least every week. However, what 
the discussion lacked in quantity it made up for in 

uality, and he had gained very much from it. 

e was much obliged to Mr. Hedley for mentioning 
that there was such a blue book in existence. 
His paper was altogether the result of his own experi- 
ence and he had consulted no text books on the subject, 
and his own inquries and knowledge of the matter led 
him to conclude that the endocarditis he had described 
had nothing whatever to do with the “ Rouget du Pore ” 
of France, or the “Schweine Rothlauf” of Germany. 
Endocarditis in this country—in swine at any rate—is a 
chronic disease, and he had never yet had an opportunity 
of seing an acute case, because it is only when the growth 
becomes organised and occludes the passage of the blood 
through the heart that yon get any clinical symptoms 
whatever. In the other case you have a highly con- 
tagious disease and the animal succumbs in three days 
generally. In Ireland the disease occurs in isolated 
cases— one in a herd, or perhaps two ; but it could not be 
called a contagious disease. Professor M’Fadyean had 
isolated the peculiar bacil/us of swine erysipelas in 28 
cases out of 33; there can be no doubt but that he found 
this particular bacillus in the heart lesion, but if 
that was the cause of the endocarditis it would be the 
simplest thing in the world to infect other animals, and 
he proceeded to do so—with a negative result. He was 
never able to produce the disease artificially, so that 
alone was sufficient he (Mr. Norris) thought to refute 
the theory that endocarditis was due to the organism of 
swine erysipelas. 

Answering Professor Mettam’s query he might say 
it had never been his luck to meet with an acute case, 
portage because they never died or oy ne slaughter- 
ing. Professor Mettam would like to know what was 
rheumatism. That is a question they should all like to 
have solved. He had seen many herds with numbers 
affected—some with crippled legs, both hind and fore— 
and not able to walk, squealing all the time; he had 
seen many pigs killed, and he had never yet met with a 
case of endocarditis among them. When he met a case 
was when you got a solitary joint swuilen. Then Prof. 
Mettam had given it us his opinion that the tricuspid 
valve is just as often involved. He (Mr. Norris) was 
positive that the mitral was almost always affected, and 
thought that was due to the greater friction to which 
that valve was exposed. 








EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


HORSE BREEDING IN INDIA* 
By Capt. F. H. S. Batprey, Veterinary Department. 


1. Sir John Watson in a very interesting article on 
Indian Horse Breeding, in the United Service Journal 
of some months ago, gave as his suggestions for the 
chief cause of infertility in mares, the fact that the new- 
ness of the English thoroughbred strain would not 
“nick” with the ancient lineage of the countrybred, or 
rather, that the produce of the English thoroughbred 
and the Indian countrybred on this account, would be 
more or less barren. Darwin has proved, that attempts 
to improve any breed by crossing, and the introduction 
of foreign vlood have always to contend with the varia- 
tion of sterility in the offspring. I mentioned this in an 
article to The Veterinarian a year ago and also pointed 
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out, that the extremely foreign nature of the English 
thoroughbred to the Indian countrybred had no doubt a 
deleterious effect on the fertility of the stock. I am 
however unable to reconcile these facts, in connection: 
with the, so frequently seen, infertility of the Arab sire 
in this country. 

2. I take the Province of Sinde as an example, where 
it is very marked (I speak of Lower Sinde, principally, 
where the Balooch element is not apparent). The Horse 
Breeding Commission says that the Sinde breed of horse 
is a pure type of a local breed, but I fancy, that is be- 
cause the Horse Breeding Commission did not see 
enough of the Sinde horse, or stay long enough to 
enquire into his characteristics. It isa well known fact, 
that the Sinde horse received the introduction of a great 
deal of Arab blood from the shipwreck of a boat con- 
taining Arabs on the coast of Sinde, some eighty years 
ago. This Arab cross is very markéd in all Sinde 
countrybreds now, and yet Government Arab sires get 
very bad results from their coverings, the proportion last 
year being about 10 per cent. of foals to mares covered. 
This cannot be from a too foreign element in the sire or 
from newness of the breed. The Arab is closely allied 
to the Sindi and is without doubt of as ancient a lineage 
as any countrybred of India. 

The highest percentage of foals to coverings was from: 
half-bred English 28°57, which is quite against the 
theory of newness of breed. Moreover, the cross of 
English is less apparent in the Sinde stock, than in any 
other country breed of India. 

3. Then again, with regard to mule-breeding (I do not 
know if Sir J. Watson will admit of the vreeding of 
hybrids as an instance in point). The donkeys used as 
sires in Sinde, principally Italian, Cyprian, and Cata- 
lanian are the poorest of stock getters. The average 
last year, per cent. of coverings, was about 10. They 
are su bad, that the zimindars, although keen enough on 
mule breeding, have so poor an opinion of Government 
donkeys as stock getters, that they think it a waste of 
time to try them, and so put their mares to their own 
Sinde stallions. They say, that they got a foal—true, 
it is inferior, but it brings in a little money, and they 
cannot afford to let the mare lie idle. This proves that 
the mare from the cross breeding, mentioned by the 
Horse Breeding Commission, is not barren. The Sindi 
owner will tell you that his own Sindi stallion seldom or 
never fails to get a foal, whereas the Government donkey 
stallion rarely effects this object, and the Government 
Arab has a poor percentage. The fault therefcre must 
lie with the stallions, but what the fault is it is difficult 
to say, and the Horse Breeding Commission have given 
us no light on the matter. 

4. The using of Sindi stallions has been suggested,. 
but there are none good enough for the purpose ; the 
stock they get is small and inferior, so that to carry out 
such breeding would be useless for any Government 
purposes. 

5. Considering these facts, the making of any sugges- 
tions becomes a difficult matter. This was no doubt 
experienced by the Horse Breeding Commission, as be- 
yond recommending the formation of a new department 
(which by the way has been done before by other com- 
missions), they have made no practical suggestions for 
the improvement of horse breeding, having carefully 
avoided the question of sterility. é 

6. There is a suggestion which, after what I have said, 
appears to be a contradiction, but I will explain. It is 
that nothing but Arab sires and selected country-breds 
be used, and endeavour to breed donkeys for mule breed- 
ing in India. The latter is being done. Lm 

The Horse Breeding Commission have noted the utility 
of the Arab cross previous to using the English, and no 
doubt they are right ; it is the only means to pave the 
way for the English thoroughbred. 
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‘Ruskin says, “ very few have the right to any opinion ” 
and ane y, 80 I would say, on this subject, but I think 
it would lay a sound foundation if nothing but Arab 
sires were used for the next ten years, to the exclusion of 
all English and Australian thoroughbreds. The Arab is 
of old lineage and somewhat allied to the countrybred, 
and is therefore the only horse that can be suggested. 
Selected countrybreds are indicated, but their number is 
too small to be of practical use at present. 

I have already said that the sterility in Sinde mares is 
due to the sires; the Sindi stallion in almost every 
case succeeds in fertilising the mare. But by continual 
use of the Arab, the type would become permanently 
‘the Arab one, and it is to be hoped that by a process of 
“natural selection” the variation of sterility would de- 
crease to the Arab sire, as permanence to that type he- 
came more established. 

Results cannot be expected at once ; the mistake that 
has always been made is too much haste. We have 
put in the extreme cross of English thorough-bred before 
the country-bred was prepared for it. There are a fair 
number of mares whose breeding is fit to mate with 
the thoroughbred, but in a generalised system of horse- 
breeding I think it a mistake to attempt to cater for a 
small minority. 

In known instances of an Arab cross or two, there 
does not appear to be any marked sterility when apply- 
ing the English cross ; and in Australia, where a great 
number of Arabs have been imported, they have not 
shown that the cross has caused infertility in the stock. 

It would appear that the principle to be aimed at is 
the creation of a preponderance of the Arab. When in 
the Indian country-bred the prepotency of the Arab is 
apparent, then I take it is the country-bred fit to 
“nick” with the English throughbred. 

7. The breeding of the country-bred has undoultedly 
enormously improved in the last few years, but the 
marked sterility which is so prevalent calls for radical 
change such as suggested in order to render reproduction 
a permanency. 





8. As to remounts, I think the Arab capable of getting 
animals fully to standard ; some of the most usefui and 
shapely remounts I have seen have been by Arabs, and 
it must be remembered that, at present, he only gets the 
worst mares. If he had the covering of the mares that 
the thoroughbred has, I think he would acquit himself 
equal to, if not better than, the thoroughbred. 





THANKS TO ELECTORS. 
Dear Sir, 

Kindly permit me through the medium of The Record 
to thank most heartily those members of the profession 
who honoured me by recording their votes in my favour 
at the recent election of Council.—Yours faithfully, 

J. E. Scriven. 

Tadcaster, June 16th. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT 


Extract from London Gazette : 
Wark Orrcr, Patt MALL, June 12. 


DerbpysHire 1.Y.—Vet.-Lieut. (Hon. Vet.-Lieut, in 
the Army) W.S. Aulton to be Vet.Captain. 
Lovat’s Scouts.—W. Logan, gent., to be Vet.-Lieut. 
PEMBROKE I.Y.—H. Anthony, gent., to be Vet.- Lieut. 
Kast Ripine or YorKsurre LY.—J. J. Ridley, gent., 
to be Vet.-Lieutenant. 
June 16. 
Vet.-Lieut. A. 8. Trydell (now Indian Civil Veterinary 
Department) to be Vet.-Captain. 
Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel C. Clayton, from the Supernumer- 
ary List, is placed on retired pay 





At the King’s Levée, Buckingham Palace, on Friday, 
June 12th, Vet.-Lieut. C. H. Golledge, Dorset Imperial 
Yeomanry, was presented by Adj.-General to the Forces. 





























DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 & 1896. 
Summary or Returns, WEEK ENpING JUNE 13, 1903. 
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Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Rabies. Swine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy) 
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Board of Agriculture, June 16th, 1903. 








Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approx‘mate only. 
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a five shilling piece flat with a piece of dead tissue in the: 
centre, as a pimple, nor diagnose a case of dislocated stifle- 


I consider Mr. MacCallum’s statement about 15 cases of 
maladministration as quite on a par for ‘‘ vagueness ”’ with 
the other cases he has mentioned, and out of which I have 
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CORRESPONDENCE. as a fractured pelvis. 
- ‘ MEMBERS RESIDING ABROAD.” 


This, the 26th of May, is the last day for receiving votes, 
as stipulated on the blank, for the election of Councillors of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and yet it is only 
in the last one or two issues of The Record, received by me 
here, that any clue is given as to who are candidates for 
election or re-election. Now, I very much dislike to appear 
in the role of a ‘‘ kicker,” or to be thought to belong to that 
objectionable category, but it does seem to me that some 
plan ought to be devised whereby members living abroad 
could receive notification in reasonable time, as to the names 
of the gentlemen who are candidates, so that we could have 
our voting papers filed with the Secretary within the stipu- 
lated time, and, thereby, be enabled to exercise our preroga- 
tive as M.R.C.V.S. 

A year or two ago I took occasion to refer to this matter 
in a communication to The Record, but upjto the present no 
step seems to have been taken with the view of obviating 
this difficulty. It would appear from communications 
which followed my own at that time, that I am not the 
only member abroad who is sensitive to this deprivation, 
and I think I can only be expressing the sentiments of my 
fellow members in the ‘foreign field.” when I say that we 
would be under lasting obligation to you if you could arouse 
a sentiment in this matter through the pages of your valu- 
able Journal that wonld bring about a change in behalf of 
members abroad,— Very sincerely yours, 

W. H. Dateymete, M.RC,V.S. 

State Experiment Station, 

Baton Rouge, La., May 26. 


M.R.C.V.S. AND THE §.S.P.C.A. 
Sir, 

I beg to enclose my letter from Mr. MacCallum in which 
he quotes a passage in a former letter of mine, and which he 
construes into my charging him with telling a deliberate un- 
truth. 

I did nothing of the kind. I would not for one moment 
suggest that Mr. MacCallum would write that which he 
knew to be false, but I have the best of reasons for saying 
that the statement is untrue, for my officer, who is supposed 
to have made the remark, was, when on his oath in the wit- 
ness-box, asked by an agent for the defence if he had not 
made such a statement, and on oath he denied it. 

I know this officer to be a God-fearing, honest man, 
though not, to my knowledge, an elder of any Church, and 
a man whose bare word is to be believed, let alone when on 
oath. 

There was no evidence led by the defence in support of 
this cowardly inuendo, which in my belief was only intro- 
duced to damage the case for the prosecution. 

I think Mr. MacCallum would have been better advised 
not to have repeated such a statement, which he only got 
secondhand. 

Mr. MacCallum is again in error in asserting that Mr. 
Rutherford and I allowed the man with the lame horse 
to go a journey of 18 miles. We did nothing of the kind. 
The man when asked how far he had to go replied about 
half a mile, and I thought it better for him to go on and get 
rid of his load than drag the load uphill to Edinburgh. 

The remarks which he makes in such questionable taste 
on a brother professional’s certificate, I need only recom- 
mend to the notice of the members of his own profession :— 

‘*From his own mouth let him be judged.”’ 

Mr. MacCallum inveighs against the Society for its cases 
of ‘‘ hardship, oppression, and maladministration,’’ but in 
doing so he is only accusing veterinary surgeons who act for 
us of being incompetent or unjust, or something worse. For, 
as I have already repeated, ad nauseam, in Edinburgh only 
cases which veterinary surgeons say are cases of cruelty are 
sent for prosecution. 

And as to their being incompetent, I never yet knew one 
of them describe a suppurating sore in which one could lay 





knocked the bottom.—Your obedient servant, 
R. H. Bervs. 
Chief Inspector. 

Edinburgh, 15th June, 1903. 

{f ENCLOSURE. | 
5, Greenhill Park, Edinburgh, 
30th May, 1903. 

Sir,—Is the following sentence in your letter to The 
Veterinary Record of to-day correctly reported, viz. (with re- 
gard to the statement that one of our Inspectors on losing a case 
said **Oh, we will make it salt for him yet,’? I can only 
characterise it as a deliberate untruth.) Té correct I must re- 
quest you to withdraw it and apologise in the next number 
of The Veterinary Record.—Yours faithfully, 

A. Inents MacCauirn. 

R. H. Berrts, Eso., 

88, George Street, Edinburgh. 
Dear Sir, 

I think (if I am wrong I apologise at once in anticipation) 
that I am the veterinary surgeon to whom Mr. MacCallum, 
M.R.C.V.S., Edinburgh, refers in a letter published in The 
Record of last week as having expressed an opinion, which 
was subsequently embodied in a certificate, that a certain 
horse, property of a certain firm, was owing to lameness 
unfit to be worked and required attention ; and at the same 
time, in conjunction with Mr. Betts, Chief Inspector here of 
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, sanc- 
tioned or gave permission for the horse to be taken a journey 
of some miles, I haven’t The Record by me to refer to for 
the exact distance but I believe it was given as eighteen 
miles. 

Now sir, and happily the circumstances of this case are 
fresh in my mind, due to the fact that the owner called at 
my house protesting that the stopping of the horse was, in 
his opinion, quite unnecessary—and while it is true that in 
the presence of Mr. Betts and a police constable and other 
officer I examined, gave some advice upon, and subsequently 
a certificate as to this horse’s condition, the statement that 
I sanctioned or gave permission for its being driven any such 
or approximate journey as that stated is ‘‘ absolutely with- 
out foundation,’’ neither to the best of my knowledge did 
Mr. Betts do so. 

I can afford to pass over Mr. MacCallum’s opinion as to 
what should have happened to poor Mr. Betts and myself 
for our alleged conduct in the case, we have much to be 
thankful for I am sure, that it was not permitted Mr. Mac- 
Callum to hug himself and possibly glory over the humilia- 
tion of a neighbour practitioner and a respected official 
doing his best under frequent difficult circumstances ; nor do: 
I think it necessary to refer to Mr. MacCallum’s poor and 
childish attempt to be funny over my certificate, further 
than to remind him that T was in a not unimportant capa- 
city giving certificates long before he was professionally 
heard of, and that I hope to continue doing so for some 
time to come, without his assistance as to how to do or not 
to do it. 

I can hardly believe, indeed I don’t do so, that Mr. Mac 
Callum would venture to go the length or be so foolish as to 
invent a charge of this kind ; for it is a charge and a serious 
one, that being so I am driven to conclude that someone 
else did so and then gulled him with the story; but as he 
has chosen to repeat it in your columns without having 
attempted to verify it or otherwise, as he could easily have 
done by writing to me, may I ask him if it would be expect- 
ing too much of him to give me the name, occupation, and 
address of his informant, or better still to call on me with 
that individual, as you no doubt are aware sir explanations 
in person are much easier than in writing.—Yours faith- 
fully, 

R. Ruruerrorp, F.R.C.V.S. 

12, Bread Street, Edinburgh. 

June 16th, 1903. 
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‘Sir, 
As an interested onlooker in the correspondence on the 
-above subject, I trust yon will allow me space for a few 


-observations, which o cur to me from the perusal of same. | 


It seems to me that more brotherly love and less animosi 
would be a good thing. A good deal more tolerance and 
forbearance should be given to the opinions of others 
whether professional opponents or inspectors of societies 
in the discharge of their duties, and that a great deal 
more consideration and attention should be given to the 
animals, which happen to be the subjects in question. 

I am sorry to think that members of my profession are 
too apt to rush into court for the purpose of opposing a 
brother professional, to please and protect a client, or 
oppress an inspector who may have happened to have in- 
-cited his displeasure, forgetful of the common object 
which they all should have in view, viz., the protection of 
the animals from pain and suffering. The latter purpose 
-ought, I think, to receive our first and best consideration, 
and be the leading purpose of our lives, as faithful members 
-of our noble profession, but is very often forgotten or 
ignored, making us false not only to ourselves and profes- 
sion, but to the very animals which we profess to befriend. 
I shall just quote one instance from your correspondent 
Mr. MacCallum in last week’s Reeord who says that ** when 
a case of prosecution by the 8.P.C.A. is brought under my 
notice by a poor person, if I find that there is hardship and 
oppression I at once take up the case and defend it without 
fee or reward.” It is evident he does not go to court for 
the purpose of alleviating the animal’s suffering, but by so 
doing causes the continuation of its misery. With all due 
deference to Mr. MacCallum, I do not believe that any 
case is ever brought into court for the purpose of causing 
hardships and oppression, and I think he will have diffi- 
-culty in proving that it is so. Of course‘one cannot always 
indoree all that inspectors do, because they are far from 
being perfect, but I do think that members of the profes- 
sion ought to give the Societies much more assistance than 
they do now. The law regarding cruelty was made for the 
protection of the lower animals, and should be applied in 
that manner. If it were abused in the way he suggests 
it would very soon be found out, and magistrates would 
become responsible and serious consequences would arise. 
{ hold that a veterinary surgeon’s first duty is to his 
patient, next to his client, and lastly to the public, and if 
this view were more commonly adopted and always acted 
upon, there would be less friction and * conflicting evi- 
dence,” less bitterness between members of the profession, 
and much more protection afforded to the animal creation 
generally.—I am, yours faithfully, 

Jas. P. S. Waker, F.R.C.V.S. 


June 16th. 


ADVERTISING. 
‘Sir, 

The enclosed speaks for itself, and requires no comment. 
[send it to you with a view of enquiring is it possible to 
get the (L.) P.S.I. to act in their own interests in such a 
matter. It cannot be creditable to them or their licentiates 


that such trash and rot should appear in the press under | 
All I can say is if they do | 


not prevent such productions the respect of the medical and | 


their authority—more or less. 


veterinary professions and general public will be lost to a 
highly respectable scientific body having a licencing power. 


—Yours truly, ener 
‘ AL NE. 


India, May 27th. 


EVERYBODY A GAINER. 


NOVEL COMPETITION. 


I will give £1 cash to the Sender of the FIRST 
LETTER opened by me on May Ist, 1903, that 
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will coatain a POSTAL ORDER for Price of anv 
of the VETERINARY REMEDIES mentioned 
. below. 

There will be no favouring. All letters received on 1st 
of May will be shaken up in a basket and opened one by 
one in presence of Messrs. Matthew O’Dwyer, hardware 
merchant; James Fahey, tobacconist : and Michael Dwyer, 
grocer, Tipperary, and the sender of one that first meets 
above conditions will get £1. 

All you have to do is:—Select the Remedy you need, 
note price, and send by Post a Postal Order for amount, 
giving full name and address. If you do not win the 
prize you get a Reliable Remedy. and I will pay the 
postage ; therefore, you will be a gainer in any case. — 

The Remedies to choose from are my Veterinary Pre- 
parations. , , 

They are not quack medicines, but are prepared in 
accordance with best modern skill for the treatment of the 
ailments for which they are intended. 


TONIC WORM POWDERS FOR HORSES «& FOALS, 
With full directions, 
1/6 a box. 


ANODYNE COUGH POWDERS FOR HORSES. 
Colds, Coughs, Strangles, Thick Wind, &c., 
2/- a box. 


CONDITION POWDER FOR HORSES. 
Get horses into good condition, improve appetite, and 
give a healthy glossy coat 
1/6 a box, 


DRY MURRIAN DRENCH FOR CATTLE, 
2/- a bottle. 


SOVEREIGN AROMATIC ASTRINGENT 
For White Scour in Calves and Looseness, or Scour in 
all animals. 
2/- a bottle. 


‘ KALIODINE.,” 
Remedy for ‘“ Timber Tongue,’ 
Lumps in Throat, &c, 
2/6 and 4/6 a bottle. 


The Special > Snoring, 


I have a remedy for every Ailment of Horses and 
Cattle, but above are those that you must choose from 
to compete. Remember, Order must reach me by Post on 
May Ist, 1903. 


MEDICAL HALL, 
Church Street (next Lipton’s), Tipperary. 








CHARITABLE ADVICE. 
Sir, 

Although it is possible to carry professional etiquette too 
far. it is not difficult to err on the side of a too optimistic 
view of things. I send you for publication half a column 
from @ “ doggy ’* journal and desire to ask your readers if 
this is really charity. 

Kindness to dumb animals | 
who keeps a dog keeps an article of luxury. 
woman is too poor to keep a dog in health or pay for its 
treatment when. sick are they doing justice to their own 
family ? . 

It is very kind uf prominent members of our profession 
to give their services, but such services deprive poorer 


s all very well, but a person 
If a man or 
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men of practice which they are in need of to keep their 
own families. 

No doubt this gratuitous work is considered hy the promi- 
nent men who offer it quite a charitable action, but 
“charity begins at home,’’ and I question very much 
whether it is not a grave mistake. 

You will notice that at least three of the gentlemen are 
Members of our Council.—Yours faithfully, 

A Poor Person. 


DOGS’ PROTECTION LEAGUE. 


President. —-THE DUCHESS OF PORTLAND. 
Secretary.—Mrs. E. M. BROUN. 
Orrices.—149, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 


Since publishing last week the list of members who have 
joined during May the following have been elected :— 


Free Veterinary Advice for Poor People’s 
Dogs. 
LONDON.—Mr. A. J. Sewrtn, M.R.C.V.S., 55, Elizabeth 
Street, S.W. 5to6p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays. 
BEDFORD.—Henry Crorrs, M.R.C.V.S., Harper Street. 


BRIGHTON.—Mr. Water Burt, F.R.C.V.S., Veterinary 
Infirmary. 9.30 to 10.30 a.m., or 7.30 to 8.30 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Fridays. 


CAMBRIDGE.—G. A. Banuam, 
Infirmary. 

CARLISLE.—James Grorce Bett, M.R.C.V.S., 11, Lons- 
dale Street. 


CHELTENHAN.—Mr. T. J. Bratn, M.R.C.V.S., 5," 
George’s Terrace. 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesdays. 


CREWE.—F. H. Lercnu, M.R.C.V.S., 5, Victoria Street. 


DARLINGTON.—Mr. C. G. Hit, M.R.C.V.8., Veterinary 
Infirmary. 

DORCHESTER.— Mr. 
South Street. 


HARROGATE.—James Atcuertey, M.R.C.Y.S. 
LEEDS.—A. W. Mason, F.R.C.V.S _, Veterinary Infirmary. 
MAIDENHEAD.— Messrs. J. & P. Srmpson, M.R.C.VS., 


Veterinary and Canine Infirmary. 
MARGATE.—Epwarp L. Drxson, M.R.C.V.S., F.V.M.A., 

11, Grosvenor Place. 6to8p.m. Tuesdays. 
NEWMARKET.—F. H. Ports, M.R.C.V.S., High Street. 


NOTTINGHAM.—Arruvr Ferens, M.R.C.V.S., 8, The 
Avenue. 5.30 to 7.30 p.m. Thursdays. 


RAMSGATE.—Epwarp L. Dixson, M.R.C.V.S., 14, Queen 
Street. 6to 8p.m. Saturdays. 


SCARBORO’.—James Cooxr, F.R.C.V.S., 14 to 16, Elders 
Street. 2 to 3p.m. Mondays and Fridays. 


SUNDERLAND.—Messrs. W. G. Taytor, M.R.C.V.S., 
Clumber St., 6 to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays. 


SUTTON (Nr. CHESTER).— New M. Barron, M.R.C,V.S., 
Roslyn. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS —Mr. R. Rozserts, F.R.C.V.S., 8, 
Church Road. 9 to 9,30 a.m. every Tuesday, Wed- 
nesday, Thursday and Friday. 


WEYMOUTH.—Mr. F. J. Tuornron, M.R.C.V.S., 7, Dor- 
chester Road. 


WHITEHAVEN.—James C. Soutssy, M.R.C.V.S.. 9, Irish 
Street. 


WOLVERHAMPTON .—Mr. J. E. Cantwricur, M.R.C.V.S. 
Skinner Street. 


WORCESTER.—E. Franxury, 


F.R.C.V.S., Veterinary 


St. 


F. J. Tuornton, M.R.C.V.S., 16, 


M.R.C.V.S., Veterinary 


Establishment, Upper Butts. 





RINDERPEST IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
Sir, 

I think if “A Natal Farmer” would read my letter 
again he would find that the right horse was saddled. [ 
certainly threw no blame on the South African brethren. 
Presumably the Natal Government advertised for a man 
to go out to South Africa, and Mr. Watkins-Pitchforo, as 
being an excellent man and well recommended by some of 
the most influential men in the British veterinary profes. 
sion was sent. But who sent out Koch? Was this done 
under the advice and superintendence of the veterinary 
profession? Itrow not. Who sent out the ‘ half-dozen 
doctors” (mentioned by ‘‘ A Natal Farmer”) who exploited 
Mr. Watkins-Pitchford’s methods? Surely they were not 
sent by the advice of the veterinary profession. Koch 
probably took them as his associates and they made hay 
while the sun shone. There are cribbers of other people’s 
efforts in every clime. : 

No doubt. as I have written before, many factors contri- 
buted to Koch’s appointment. The chief one, I venture to 
say, was his work in connection with human tuberculosis. 
If humanity had suffered from rinderpest, and the South 
African cattle from human consumption, and Koch’s work 
in connection with this imaginary human rinderpest had 
been as distinguished, he would doubtless have been just 
the same sent out to find a cure for consumption in South 
African cattle. Political methods have the consideration 
of electoral units as their end and aim. They are not 
scientific in their inception or aims and they. frequently 
don’t attain scientific ends, but they often, and I may say 
generally, attain popularacclamation. When science and 
politics get mixed up, then wrong people get the credit, but 
the party gets the votes. 

When one analyses this—what does it amount tc? 
Simply that in order to hit the mark the best arrow in 
one’s quiver must be influence with a big I and not neces- 
sarily ability. How is influence to be obtained? By 
associating with influential men, not necessarily of one’s 
own profession, and by having some weight and authority 
with the Government. Who had the weight and authority 
in this case? Koch, through the. medical profession and 
medical M.P.’s. A man who investigated human tubercu- 
losis must be the right man tocarry out research in connec- 
tion with rinderpest. But if we had had weight with the 
Government, if we had done anything to benefit mankind 
equal to Koch, if our name bad been in the mouths of a 
rinderpest-stricken mankind, and if an appointment of one 
of us had been as useful in securing votes in the United 
Kingdom as Koch’s, we should have seen not only ne 
gentleman of Mr. Watkins-Pitchford’s calibre appointed 
but half-a-dozen or more. 

Whilst on this matter, and as regards advertising, there 
are two methods open to the thinking man, one is thit 
generally adopted by tradespeople and the other is that of 
the professional man. The latter’s advertisements often 
carry him farther and don’t always appear in print. The 
moral of all this is easy to see.—Yours truly, 

GLADSTONE Mayatv. 





—- fo a mene 2 naan ta an 





Communications, Books, aND Papers RECEIVED.— Messrs. 
J. McKenny, G. Mayall, R. Finch. G. E. Gibson, J. Clark. 
J.P. 8S. Walker, J. E.Scriven, R. Rutherford, R. H. Betts, 
C. H. Golledge, F.L.Clunes, W.E. Livock, E.R. Gibson. 
‘** Kaleodine.” 

Journal of Comp. Medicine & Vety, Archives (Phila: May), 
American Veterinary Review, The Farmers’ Journal, The 
Evening News, The Scotsman. Sanitary Institute Programme, 
Bradford. 





Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, and 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings from 
local papers containing facts of interest. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 





Road, S.W. 








